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Chriſts firſt 


SERMON. 
3 . O R 


The abſolute neceſlity, Goſpel Duty, and Chri. 
ſtian Practice of Repentance, Opened and 
Applied; by a godly, able, and faithful 
Miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt. 


Wherein is diſcovered what Repentance is; and 
alſo the great neceſſity thereof to Salvation: 
with che great folly and deſperate madneſs 
of all thoſe that delay and put off 
their Repencance unto à Sick | 
Bed, or Old Age. 


* with the great Benefit, Joy, and Com- 7 ö 


' fort that ſhall be to the Souls of all thoſe 
| that timely and truly Repent. 


— — — 


l!e thirteent h Edition, with many Additions. 
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From that time Feſua began to preach , and to ſay, . 
| "Repent, for the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand. | 
110 Luke 13.3. — ga 
n Except ye Repent, ye ſhall all likewiſe periſh. F Ip 
4 2 1 
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Landau, Printed by B. ind, and are to be fold by/ _ 
2 Elix. Andrews, 1660. | 7 
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Vouring to convince them ok the fakly 


2624334483 
2227275 Ae 


irn nnn 


Chriſts firſt Sermon. 
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Practice of R r ENTANG Bb 


%vinked at, but now commandeth all men every 
” where to repent: Becauſe he hath appointed a. 
Day in which he will Ow the world in 1 


teouſneſs. 
FT take off the lum titious Athe nia ns 
from their Jdol and. woꝛſhip ping 

of falſe gods; gods of ſilver and gold, which 
ined are no gods, but the work gf, mens 
hands; and this he doth, firff, by og 
U N 
their Idolatry; and then lecondly, in ping 8 
wer them the N and godacl'Y KP 


— 


HE BlelCed Apoſtle Saint Paul in | 
theſe wozds, beloved, endeavours fo | 
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F in making and p2eſerving the woͤzld, and al | 
things therein. God (ſath he in the fozcgo- | 


ing verles) made the world, and all things there- 
in, and is Lord over all, and gives to all life and 
breath, and all things; and in bim we all live, and 
move, and have our being; and it is he that bath 


vo 
£91 
the 


ſer the bounds of our habjcations, Therefoze eth 


(laith he) pon ned not think that the God- 
head is like unto gold, oz fflver, oz ſtones, gra⸗ 
+ ben by art oz mans deviees; fo2 God is Lozd 
both of heaven and earth. Jbut ſap theſe Jdo- 


laters, (like ſome now-adapes) we did as our | wh 


" fore-fathers did, they wozthipped ſuch gods as 
} * theſe, t we are of the ſame religion as our foze- 


| fathers were. But ſaith the Apoſtle, this was 


done in ignoꝛance, and the times of this igno:| 


rance God winked at; your fo2e-fathers had 
not the light of the Golpel, they never heard 
of Jeſus Chꝛiſt: but now, ſaith he, Chꝛiſt is 
pꝛeached, and the light of theGoſpel ſhines fo2th | 


in the wozld, therefoꝛe now pe muſt repent and 


turn krom thele idgls, and ſerve the living God. 
Nod God commands all men every where to 


repent, although God in times paſt ſuffered al 


Mations to walk in their own wayes: Now 
hath he lent us to pꝛeach Chziſt unto pou, that 
vou Gould turn from theſe vanities, and ſerve! 
It 


Know: 


living God. It pour foze-fathers ſinned, it 
5 {h2ough their igndꝛance and want of the; 


all 
ego- 
jere- 
and 


and 
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knowledge: of Jeſus Lhaiff : but if you fin and 
go on in aur idolatry, it is th2ough wilfulnels, 
and God dil be revenged on vou. In the wozds 
vou map obſcrve thele four things; ürſt a duty» 
commanded, and that is repentance ; ſecondly, 
the commander,and that is God, God 'command- I 
eth, thirdly, the perſons to whom this command | 
ts enjopned, and that is all men, every where, 
high and low, rich and poz, all the wozld over; 
fourthly and laſtly, the time whon, and that is 
now \ now God commandeth all men»every 
where torepent, now in thele times of the Gos | 
ſpel : To day if you will hear his voice, ſaith God | 


in Plal.g95. 7. From the woꝛds thus opened, J 
chall give you thele four p2atical obſervations : - 
| The firlt-ts this, that Repentance is a n&dful - 


had and neceſſary duty commanded by God. Se- 
ard | condly, that every man and woman in the wozld - 
t is is baund to repent, Thirdlp, that the doctrine 
2th | of the Goſpel is a doctrine of repentance. It 
and was Chaiſts firſt l rmon. as you may l&, Mat. 
30d, | 4. 16. Jeſus began to preach;, and ſay, Repent. 
e to} Fourthly and laſtlp, obſerve from theſe wo2ds | 
al that God expects moze, and los fo2 moꝛe from 
ao men under the Gaſpel then from thoſe who ne⸗ 
that ver heard of the Goſpel, Theſe four oblerva⸗ 
erve! tions are all of them very clear from the words 
„ it of the tert, han otily therefoꝛe give you ſomg 
the; few further pꝛoks of them from Dcuiptiti egg 
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"fo p30ceed in the opening and handling of the | tak 
two firſt obſervations, and from thence Jſhall | the 
dꝛaw ſunday p2atical uſes, which A ſhall endea⸗ to 
; bour, by Gods alliance, to apply home unto { bet 
pour ſouls ; J ſhall therefo2e joyn the two fürſt try 
- obſervations into one intire pꝛopollition, thus. | 
Chat repentance is a needfyl-and neceſſary du⸗ of 
ty commanded by God, and that every man and |} tar 
woman in the woꝛld is bound to repent. Exept | no! 
yer repent (ſaith Chꝛiſt: Luke 1 3,3.) ye (hal all pe. pre 
And 2 Pet. 3, 9. God is not willing tbat any | ma 
ſhould periſh, but that all ſhould come torepent- | rex 
i ance: As I live(ſaith the Lo2d, Eztk.3 2. 11.) I have the 
} no pleaſure in the death of che wicked, but that the | wi 
wicked turn from his way and live. Turn ye. turn on! 
j ye ſrom your evil wayes , for why will ye dye, O. ab 
\ Houſe of Iſrael. And in Math. 3.2, Repent,for the | the 
[| kingdom of heaven is at hand. And ſo likewile in the 
Acts 2.38.Repent'8& be baptized every one of you | lon 
in tbe name of Jeſus Chrift,for the rsmiſſion of fins, tat 
I | Repentanceis needfut fo2 all, there are none ſo cat 
| wile, none (6 learned; none ſo holy, but ſtand. ha 
in need of repenkanke. In many things (ſaith rei 
ö St James) we ſin all, Jam. 3. 2. And in Rom. 3.23. bet 
All bave ſinned. Poung ones have ſinned, and ry 
therckoꝛe have necd to repent, and that betimes wl 
leſt ag St Paul ſaith, Heb. 13.3. Through the de-| tw 
[neſs of fin their heart: be hardned. Its god | ing 
ones, yea aits the beſt courſe they wi cat 
1 _ batio 
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the | take, as Solomon ſaith, Eccleſ. 12.1. To remember 
hall their Creatour in the days cf their youth; and not 
dea* to put off repentance unto old age 02 the death⸗ 
mto | bed, fo2 then it may be to late: Foz althougy | 
firſt | true repentance is never to late, pet late repen⸗ 
JUS. | tance is ſeldom true. It is a god oblervation 
du⸗ ok a holy man; ſaith he, ſpeaking of the repen⸗ 
and tant Thief, God ſaved one at the laſt hour, that 
xept | none might deſpair ; and but one that none might. 
pe · preſume. Thou that wilt not repent when thou 
any | maift, it may be God will not give the time to 
ent- | repent hereafter when thou wouldeft :- Doeft - 
nave! thou think to do that in thy old age, which thou 
the wilt not do in thy youth» Canft thou do that in 
turn one hour on thy death-bed, which thou art not 
„O. able to do ſufficiently all thy life time » And 
the | then likewiſe old men have need of repentance | 
e in thep have lived a long time in ſin, and have 
you long enough, pea tw to long neglected repens | 
fins, fance: Poung men may dye ſon, but old men 
e ſo} cannot live long; therefoze both young and old 
and habe ned to repent, that they may receive the 
aith remiſſion of their ſins, Mark 1.4. And fo2 pour 
23. better underffanding of this great and neceſſa« . | 
and: ry duty of repentance, I ſhall a little ſhew vou 
mes what it is, and that bꝛieflp. Repentance is of: 
de: two loꝛts, either real c unfeigned,' o2 elſe ſeœem⸗ 
god ing and hypocritical, ſeming repentance that's | 
can! common to wicked men, and is altogether Wk- 

fake! A 


1 4 
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. 


1 | 
gal, ariing from the accuſations of their own | 
' conſcience , ſuch a repentance as this, was 
that of ſudas, and then there is a real and un⸗ 
keigned repentance, which doth pꝛoperly belong 
ts the Godly, and this is likewile of two 
+ Cozts, Legal and Evangelical: Legal repen- ' 
+ tance that comes krom the Law, giving us the 
1! ſtght of our ſins and our miſery by lin: the Law 
is our ſchool⸗maſter to bing us to Chailt, Gal. | 
!; 3.24. But Evangelical repentance that ſprings | 
44 from faith in Chꝛiſt, and carries out the ſoul | 
1 | unto Chꝛiſt in oppoſition to every fin, and to a. 
#' fo2ſaking of everp evil way. Repentance then 
Achau thus deſcribe, J ſap repentance is a gift! 
of Sod, by which a believing ſinner being caſt 
down in the 
doth utterly fozſake and abhoz all his fozmer 
evil wapes, and turns to the Loꝛd with a perfect 
|: © JCayit is the gikt of God, that which comes 

krom God, and not from nature, its a law? ne- 
|| ver grew in natures garden; neither birth no: 
(biæding, neither art not learning, noz any 
other ſublunary power 
to get repentance : true Repentance comes. 
'| front above. 
St. James cones from above, Jam. 1. 17. Gꝛate 
F|d2th not grow here below , but comes dawn; 
\fcoa th2 fat her of lights. Che Apoſtle;, Ack 
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ſight and lenle of his own ſinnes, p 


Every good and perfect gift (ſaith; - 
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11. 18. glorified God, that to the Gentiles he had 
granted repentance unto life. Repentante is the 
quickning of a dead ſoul, and therefoze muſk 


be the ad of him who is the giver of all life. 
We are all of us by nature dead in fins and treſ- 


paſſes, as it is Epheſ. 2. 1. A man by nature 


is no moꝛe able to perfoꝛm an aa of true grace, 
then a dead perſon in the grave is able to do an 
att of nature. They that live in fin (as St. Paul 
ſaith of the vidow that lives in pleaſure, 1 Tim. 
5. 6.) are dead while they live. Repence then is 
the gift of God, Acts 11. 18. God granted repen- 
tance uuto life. So in 1 Tim.2 25. the Pini⸗ 
fers of God are required to inſtruc thoſe that 
oppole themſelves , with mekneſs; if God 
peradventure will give them repentance to the 
acknowledging of the truth, that they map re- 
cover themſelves out of the ſnares of the devil. 
It is laid of Chaift, Acts 5. 3 1. He is exalted to be 
a prince and a Saviour, to give repentance unto 
Iſrael. Faith and repentance are ſupernatural 
wozks, and we wap as well create new heavens 
anda new earth, as do theſe acts of our ſelves ; | 
it is God alone that wezks them in our hearts 
by the eſicacious operations of his Spirit, | 


2 Cor. 3. 5. We are not ſufficient of our fylves to 


think any thing as of our ſelves, but it is God that 
worketh inns both to will and to do, of hi- 


pleaſure, Phil. 2. 13. 9% 
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- becondly, repentance is a change, ſirſt of the bt it 
heart, then of the whole man: there muſt be ajtaric 
new heart, and a new hand; a new like, and ahis 
new head: all things muſt be new where re, ok de 
pentance is. If any man be in Chriſt ( ſaith the tept 
Apoſtle, 1 Cor. 5.17.) he is a new creature. Re⸗that 
pentance makes a man a new man, and it is and 
onely in the power of God to renew our hearts, fait 
neither Angels noz men are able to do it. as i 
In Jer. 31. 18 19. ſaith Ephraim, Turn thou meſour 
and I ſhall be turned, for thou art the Lord my Gocſthet 
! Surely after that I was turned I repented, and after lic 
1 that I was inſtructed, ſmote upon my thigh, 1 was Pen 
j aſhamed, yea even confounded, becauſe I did beat can 
the reproach of my youth. Here is the charader uni 
ok a true repentance, it is the Loꝛd that mul · lo t 
change our hearts, it is he only that muſt give? 
us new hearts, and take from us theſe hearts of a | 
fone: it is the Loꝛd that muſt pluck us out of nun 
the ſnares of the Devil, and caſt down the and 
| frong holds of ſin to us, if Gad do not turn us out 
| we ſhall never be turn d. After that I was turned wa 
| I repented ſaith Ephraim. But J proc in the the 
| deſcription of repentance, bar 


Its a gift of G3d, J lay whereby a believing: — 


the 


nner turns from all his fins uato Gd: J ſay; 
i a believing fnner, becauſe faith mult firſt p2e+ 
gede and go befoze reventance, fo2 none can tru: Ker 
Arent, but be mult firſt believe: there _ * 
5 be 


| Chriſts firſt Sermon, | 

of the be in a finner that which we call Legal repcn, 
be gjfance, which may cauſe a ſinner to fall out vith 
nd aſhis ff;:s, & it map be to loath them with a kinde 
e re⸗ ol det eſtation: its poſſible a wicked man may 
th the repent that ever he knew mhat ſin. meant , 3 
Re⸗that cver he had to do with ſin; all this map be, 
it igand yet no true repentance; becauſe no true 
arts, faith. fo2 true repentance cauſes a hatred of ſin 
50 it/as it is diſpleaſing to God, aſwell as hurtful ts 
zu meſour ſelves ; yea, he hates ſin as hel, yea wozte 
'God|then hell it ſelf, which cannot be in an unbes | 
after licveng ſoul, It cannot be denicd but that re⸗ 
] wasjPentance is alaving grace; and if lo, then nene 
bear can partake of this ſaving grace, till he be firſt 
acer united unto Chziſt the fountain of all grace: 
muſt lo then faith muſt ner ds be befoze repentance. 
give ®@econdly, where true repentance is, there is 
ts of à change wꝛought in the whole man, and a tur⸗ 
ut of ning, firſt, to our ſelves fecendlp, to God + | 
the And thirdly to man. An Mrepentant ſinnet is 
n us dut of himſelf; and he is not only out of his 
irned way, but out of his witts. Jn Luke 15. 17. when 
the {be P2odigal came to himſelf, he ſaid, Father E 
have ſinned; this is the firft ſtep to repentances | 
vingl Lelk⸗ returning. @econdly , repentance is a ces | 
bar turning to God, If thou wilt return, O Iſrael, ſaithy | 
pꝛe. the Lord, return unto me, Jer. 4. 1. The grach | 
tru: repentance is ſuitably erpreſſed by this att a 
*. returning to God, and they who did not rept | 
be | ;Ft 
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Chriſts firſt Sermon. | 
are ſaid not to return to God. In Amos 4. 1 lam 
God ſaith , Notwithſtanding I have given you wil 
; * Cleanneſs of teech, and want of bread yet have you dot 
| not returned; notwithſtanding I have with holden; pen 
the rain from you, and ſmitten you with blaſting AQ 
aud mildew : and ſent among you the Peſtilence:] dar] 
| Notwithſtanding I have ſlain your young men by to ( 
the ſword,and overthrown ſome of yd as I over - thei 
thre Sodom and Gommorrah , by fire; yet have] en! 
you not returned unto me faith the Lord. Repen-| Ad 
' tance is a turninug from ſin to God-: Sin turns put 
men from God, and daws the ſoul into the ways can 
| of death, Jam. 1. 14. A man is drawn away tut 
| of his oon luſts and enticed, dzawn away from . thc 
God and from the truth of God, but when once aF. 
| Repentance comes, he turns back again, he: rie 
| thanges his minde then and abhozs himſelf fo2| Joe 
what he hath done, Job 42.6. I abhor my ſelf, and hea: 
| repeat (ſaith Job) in duſt and aſhes. The pꝛodi⸗ it i: 
gal was d2awn away from his fathcrs. houſe| 7 
th ꝛough his own luſts, and vet at laſt hereturn- | we 
eu ſirſt to himſelf; ſecondly ta his father ; Luke fau 
15. 17. When he came to himſelf e ſaid, I will ariſe faul 
| and go to my father, and ſay unto him, Father, Ihave jye 
| finned againſt heaven and before thee, and am no t:ng 
more worthy to be caled thy ſon. , 
dDiinners are laid to be mad, but repentance | mer 
| hangs mea ko their right wits again: every ther 
enitent ſinner is a mad man, a mer : ed* | kne! 
. 24 Ne f am,; £ 


Chriſts firſt Sermon, | 
4. 1 lam; who but a mad man will run himlelf 
you wilfully into the ffre, as everp wicked man 
you doth he runs hcadlong to to deſtrucion; but re- 
den pentance turns men from this madnels. In 
ings Acts 16.18. it is called, A turning of men from 
nce:} darkneſs to light, and from the power of Satan un- 
n by! ro God. Sin is a darknels, and when men ſin - 
ver · they konw not what they do; but Repedtance 
nave] enlightens men, and lets them at liberty, Jn 
pen-| Acts 20 20. Repentance and turning to God are 
urns put together, they are one and the lame, the one 
vays| cannot be without the other; but it is not anp 
vap turning that doth this, dut it is a turning ok 
om the judgement, and a turning of the will and 
nee| affeczong, lo that men that are turned, are tar⸗ 
he rled wholly from fin and wickednr ls, unto God, 
fo2| Joel 3.12 Turn anto me (faith God) with all your 
and heart: Af it he with a pirce, it is nothing wozth, 7 
odi⸗ it is altogethjer deccitful. „35 
uſe| Thirdlp. Repentanc? is a returning to men; 
rn-| we mul? not be aſhamed to acknowledge our 
uke | faults anc ta angtber, Jam. 5. 16. Confeſs your 
riſe | faults one to another, and pray one kor another. Ak 
ave | ve have dane any man wrong, we ought to ac⸗ 
no knowledge it. 3s it lo then that Repentance 
obs from Faith in Jelus Chziſt, and turns 

men from fin unto God, then 1 obfcrve, that 
ery | therc are manp in the world, who as pet neter. 
| knew what true repentance meaneth, der ts 
F _ „ 4 1924 ; 
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they are yet in unbelief aad without faith, with 


oy 
out which there can be no repentance : Pe bis 
map cry bitterly, and humble themſelves in th⸗ 


|. Tackcloafh and aſhes, as Ahab did: men map th; 
habe the hozzours of Hell in their conlcienccs. we 
Idas bad; Pen map refozm as many things kin 
a amiſs, as Herod did, and pet being un, it i 
 efievers, they are Eill in the eſtate of impeni- rep 
| fency: It is an infallible demonſtration, that ma 
| they never pet truly taſted of the love of God he 
in the par don of their ſins, who dare pzeſume<4o| jg 
take a liberty to ſin, 02 delight themſelves in a⸗ the 
| -ny ſin whatſoever , they that truly believe, cans| fre 
not, dare not allow themſelves in any ſin, foꝛ as tel 
| faith puriſies the heart, ſo faith and repentance! fo; 
" keps the heart pure, and makes the conſcience! fn; 
tender, and the moꝛe pure the heart is. the moꝛe 51. 
| Wil it abſtain from all things that are evil. | and 
| Then ſecondly, is repentance the gift and of 
| grace of God, whereby a believing ſinner being bur 
humbled under the ſight and;ſenſe of his ſins} our 
| - doth trulp turn to God - Then we map obſerve, | wh; 
| tbat were true repentance is, there is alſo'bu-| af; 
| miliation foꝛ ſin. Jt is not poſſible that ever | hun 
any ſaul ſhould truly repeat, that is not fruly|:. any 
humbled and caſt down in the ſight and ſenſe of | his ( 
his ſins, Turn unto me ( ſaith the Loz2d)with all | forſ 
Your heart, with faſting, with weeping, and with | not 
8 Joel 2. 12. The Ninivites when they ſurc 
N | re-j 
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pithſ repented, thop humbled themſelves from the 
Men higheſt to the lowelt ; and this alſo ſhews us, 
S in that the greateſt part of men and women in 
may. the woꝛld never yet truly repented,becaule they 
nccs... were never vet truly humbled: It is not every 
ings, kinde of ſoztow that wozks repentance,: but as 
un / it is in 2 Cor. 7. 10. Onely godly ſorrow worketh 
eni⸗ repentance never to be repented of. And as there 
that may be a counterfeit repentance, ſo there may 
God| be a counterfeit humiliation : The 9gns and 
Ie40| gnarks of true humiliation are theſe, Firff, 
n a⸗ the ſoul that is truly humbled fo2 ſin, is very 
cans| free in confeſſion of ſin; and the Scriptures 
2 às tcllus, that thoſe that habe been moſt humbled 
ance! fo2 ſin, have bin freft in the cenkeſſion of their 
ence ſins : as David, Nehemiab, Job;and others, Plalm 
noze 51.3.Taith David,l acknowledge my tranſgreſſion, 

and my ſin is ever. before me. And this confeſſion 
and of--ſin will be in ſome meaſure ſuſtable to gur 
eing Humiliation ; ik our ſozrow. fo2 fin be ſincere, 
ins our confeſſion will be ſo tw: therefo2e all thoſe 
rve, who are leſs. afraid to commit fin then they are 
bu⸗ aſhamed. to confeſs ſin, were never pet truly 
aver] humbled fo2.ſin, neither ſhall their ſauls: reap 
ruly . any benefit by it. Prov. 28. 13. He that covereth 
e of | his ſins ſhall not proſper, but whoſo confeſferh and 
h all | forſaketh them ſhall finde mercy. They that will 
with | not finde out their ſins to confeſs them, to be 
they; ſure,one day oz other their ſins ſhall finde theme 
re 85 Für 
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out fo tozment them: if ſin finde us not out in | bol 
pouth, it will finde us out in age; ifit nde us | ful 
not cat in h-alth; yet it will finde us out in ſick⸗ if 
neſs, if it fade us not out in life, pet it will mo 
finde us out in death; if it finde us not aut in the 
death, pet will it finde us out after death in the ' ow 
dap ok judgement: either one time oꝛ ather our lelt 
ſins will find us gut, Num. 25, 33. Your fins | 5 
(faith God) ſhall finde you ont. tot 
Secondly, godly ſozrow and humiliation foz wil 
ſin,cauſcth the ſou! that i; humbled utterly. to. } 63. 
loath, and abhoꝛ, any hat in: Ezek. 20.43, Ye | and 
ſnall remember your wayes and doings where ciſie 
in you have been defiled, and ye ſhall loath your fait 
| ſelves in your own fight; for all your evil that you 3 
have committed. in is odious and hateful to ling 
an humble ſoul - I abhor every falſe way, (ſaith ; neſs 
David) Rivers of tears un down mine eyes, becauſe bled 
men keep not thy law, Pfal 119.136. 164. Nature 2 n 
may teach a man to laath ſin in others, but its | one! 
onely grace that teaches u to abhoz fin in our rent 
fcives. When Judab, Gen. 38. 24. heard that | ſoul 
his daughter Thamar had played the harlot, he | ling 
p:eſently caſt ſentence of death upon her; Bring} F 
her forth (ſaith he) that ſhe may be burned : But ling 
when he ſaw by the pledges that the ſin was his bath 
on , Judah was then filent , no mo2e talk of | Wh 
byrning her then. A ſoul truly humbled, will fed. 
e fin whereſoever it is; eſpecially in bis — api 
2 1 olom;; 


1 
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in | boſom ; men will flie from venomous and hurt 
us | ful creatures whereſoever they are, eſpecially' 
cke ik they be near them, becauſe they are then in 
vill moſt danger to be hurt by them: all the ſins of 
in | the wozldcannot do aſoul ſo much hurt as his 
the / own ſins then theythat da not hate ſin in thems 
ur lelves, are not tru:y humbled foz ſin, 
fins | Thirdly, he that is truly bumbled,is willing 
to take ſhame to bimlelf; the humple ſinner is 
foz willing to be aſhamed of his folly ; Ezek. 16. 
to 63. That thou mayeſt remember and be aſhamed 
Ve. and never open thy mouch more, . when Jam pa- 
ere - ciſied towards thee for all chat chou katt-done, 
you | Fourthly, a truly humble ſoul will be wil⸗ 
to ling to receive the woꝛd ok God'weth ail readi- 
ith ; neſs, what's the reaſon m*n are no moze hum⸗ 
ſe-- bled foꝛ ſin⸗ Durely this, becauſt they deſpiſe 
ure oz negleit the good wozy of God; which is the 
its | oncly means to get humiltty: the humble pent⸗ 
pur | cent ſoul is the moſt tracable' and teachable 
hat | ſoul in the wozld, and he abave all ather is wil⸗ 
he | ling to emb2ace the wozd of God. 
ing | Fifthly,a true humble ſoul is ready and wil⸗ 
Gut | ling to put in pꝛacite all theſe duties which he 
his bath fozmerly learned out of the woꝛd of God: 
ok Mhen Paul was once truly humbled, he conker⸗ 
vill | ted not any longer with fleſh and blod, but; 
wrt | laying alide all carnal reaſonings, goes on the- 
om; 20 2 | rowly/ - 
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E rowly in bis wozk ok pzeaching the Goſpel. 
Gal. i. 16. Thus you map ſe that "io; re- : 
pentance is, there isalſo a true humiliation | fro 
and ſozrow foꝛ ſin, then every one lear:1 to be | Car 
humble, and that betimes: foꝛ as women, the | in! 
longer they are eretheybzing fozth chldzen, the un 
harder is their labour; even ſo they that put off p 
| - Cepentance to old age, muſt expect the ſozer tra⸗ in, 
vel. Lamentably are they miſtaken, who put abh 
off their repentance to their old age: is it like-| And 
ly that tbe pains and weakneſs of old age will] and 
be any azvantage o2 eaſe to thy Repentance - #2 
Rev.16.19.its ſaid,chat at the pouring forth ofthe fer 
fourth viol,when God ſmote che inhabitants of the fror 
earth with a ſcorching heat, that they bla ſphemed fom 
the name of God and repented not. Its a woful t 
thing to put off repettante to a pained body, oz fn 
to a ſick bed: pain in its own nature fits rather turr 
to blaſpheme and turn from God, then to re⸗ the 
turn to God; and its very common, that ſick beat 
| perſons either repent not at all, oz if they do, fron 
dt the beff their repentance is but a ſickly res bear 
| pentance:ſickneſs doth onely abate and reſtrain clk 
the power of mens lum, it never deſtropes the - fi 
like of fn, death it ſelf cannot kill ſin, wicked — 
mens ius live when they are dead, the grave ever 
cannot conſume them, noz the fire of hell: theſron! 
fins-of unbelievers remain not onely in theieſlate 


_- guilt, but in their power to all eternity, 
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Js it ſo then, that repentance is a turning 


krom fin unto God, then J obſerve, that there 


can be no true repentance where ſin is delighted 
in: he that lives in the love and pꝛactice of any 


), 02 
ther 


3s] 


| fin, knoweth not what repentance meaneth, foz 


| repentance takes off the heart from the love of 
| ffn, and wozks it to ſuch a diſlike of un, that it 


| abhozs the very occaſfon of ſin; if fin comes 
and tells a gracious penitent ſoul of the pzoffts 


4 | and pleaſures of ſin, O ſaith a gracious heart, 


the ſweetneſs will p2ove bitterneſs in the lat- 


ter end. True repentance takes off the heart 


from all ſin, as well ſmall as great, not from 
tome few ſins, but from all ſin;fo2 he that turns 
not krom all, turns from none in truth: and it 
is not enough to turn from all ſin, but we muſt 
turn from the commands of ſin and ſatan unto 
the commands of God, from woz2tdlinels, to 
beabenly mindednels; from p2ide to humility ; 
from hatred and envy, to love: the Tree that 
bears not gad fruit will be hewen down and 
| calf into the fire, as well as the tree that bears 
ill fruit. J beleech pe therefo2e bꝛethꝛen in the 
bowels of mercy, fo2 the Wozds ſake A, intreat 
every one of pou that-deſire to be ſed, that 
you would turn away from all your iniquities, 
and that ſpeedily, leſt pour repentance be too 

late : And to this end, be earneſt with God by 
mavper, koz the — of his kpiritt in the ſubs 
RO duin | 


j 
1 
( 
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from true repentance as light is from darknes; Fou! 
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duing ok thy üns, and caſt thy ſclf wholly upon an 
.: q 
Evexp true Penitent is wholly the Lo2ds, |. bo 
the deſtre ak his ſoul is to God; and to the | Gt 
remembzance of his name, with his ſoul he 
deſires God in the night, and with his Spirit rer 
mb him, be ſeeketh the Loꝛd in the moꝛn⸗ tbe 
ing, Ila 26. 8, 9. He is nolv a conſtant ſuiter are 
at the thꝛone ot grace, and with full purpoſe of | wa 
heart he cleaves to God, and loves the plate ant 
where his honour dwells, pla lm 26. g; All his cat 
deſire is to know moze of God, and how he may acc 
lobe him,moze and ſerve him better; theſervice; © 


and ſervants of God, how joyful are they to his bab 


foul He takes all oppoztunities of doing god, 180 
he keeps his heart with all diligence , and the} b92 
door of his lips that he offend not with bis tongue: the: 
Palm 39; 1. Bis heart is enſlamed with the; nec 
love of God, that he endeavours with all bis Leib 
might to ſhewfozth the pꝛailes of the Lo2d, By] fuct 
which it appears, that a turning to God, is not bet 
barely a turning from ſin, but a praciſing of Pet: 
god, anda walking upzightly befoze the Lozd, Halt 
in all well pleaſing all our dayges. ba 

Is it lo then. that repentance is needfull and that 
abſolutely neceſſary foz all perſons ; in what af time 
ſad condition then are the greateſt part of men rem 
and women in the wozld, who as pet are as far} {anc 
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| and pet po ſouls, they (moth themſetbes up 
with this conceit, that God is merciful, c they 
hope to be ſavedas wel as the-bett;x they thank 
| God all is well with them; and yet notwiths 
Tanding they never repentedof their ſin : true 
repentance is a grace almaſt out of faſhion in 
: theſe ſelf-conceited times, wherein mens minds 
are ſo much running after novelties and out- 
ward fozmalities ; but the power of holineſs, 
and the doctrine of repentance and ſelt⸗moꝛztiſi⸗ 
cation, theſcare not minded; ap, by many are 
| accounted Legal, and altogother acdleſs. 
There are thao ſoꝛts of people that I ſhall 
| have occaſion to fpeak of. in the uſe of this 
{ Point : and the firſt are ſuch as altogsther abs 
| hoz repentancecthe ſecond are ſuch, as although 
they acknowledge repentance is needful, and 
neceſſarp foꝛ others, vet think that they them⸗ 


b 


* 


luch as do:confeſs, that repentance is needtul, 
eben foꝛ themſelves, as well as others. but not 


vet; its time enough her cat̃ter, ther tẽs no ſuch 
|baſte ot it. And J hope in the handling of theſe 


thꝛe ſoꝛts of perſons, J ſhall make it appear, 
that repentance is needful and neceſſary at all 


a times, foꝛ all ſozts. Having done this, Jthall 
en remove ſome lets that hinder men from repens 


5 far tance, and lo give pou lome few Potives to ſtir 


to repentance ; an 
B 4 


u 


d then to wind up all 
| in 


ſelbes have no nted of it; andthe third ſozt are 
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in a few words of Application. | ſelv 
 J-begin with the firft of theſe , thoſe that wil 
abhoꝛ repentance; and they are wilful ſinners, go 
lucy as ga on in in, and make it even their dig 
trade to ſin: wilkul, -deſperate, and diſſolute: dot 
wꝛetches, that laugh at repentance, who declare nei 
their ſin as Sodom did, and hide it not, Iſa. 3. 9. rep 
Who will not be bꝛought to aban don their evi 
wicked wapes, but go on ſtill in ſwearing and ' cal 
euriing., lping and blaſpheming, whozedom; | co 


dꝛunkennels, and all uncleanneſs, and that hel 


with greedineſs, as the Apoſtle ſaith: Who, ha 
' mock at faith & repentance, as thoſe fcoffers did . 
 in2 pet 3 4. Thele are they, as St. Peter ſaith, . 
2 Pet. 2. That walk after the fleſh in the luſt of un - 
| cleanneſs, and count it pleaſure to riot in the day 
time; whoſe eyes are full of adultery, that cannot 
ceaſe from fin ; O but the latter end of theſe men 
is worſe then the beginning. How many wick⸗ 
ed wꝛetehes are there, that live as if they has 
made a covenant with death and hell, and were 
at an agrement with the grave, who had rather 
hazard their louls then leave their ſins, who as 
if there mere neither heaven noꝛ hell, run on 
from one fin to another. Come (ſay they) we 
will fetch wine & fill our ſelves with ſtrong drink, 
and to morrow ſhajtbe as this day, and much more 
| abundant. But Iſa. 56 12. Wo unto them, (ſaith: 
| the Pꝛophet) they have rewarded evil to ae 
„ el ves, 
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ſelves. Pow little do theſe men think that God | 


bat will one day wound the hairy ſcalp of ſuch as 


rs 
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go on in ſin: and that tribulation and wrath, in- 
dignation & anguiſh; ſhall be upon every ſou; that 
doth evil, Rom.2. 9. Let men ſlight repentance 
never ſo much, a time will come when they ſhall 
repent, but that too late, even in hell fire foz 
ever, Foz ſin muſt be repented ok, if not on 
earth, pet in bell; and if you will not leath pour. 
companions in ſin here, pou ſhall loath them in 
hell hereafter, your pot-compantons, and your: 
barlot-companions „ (hall loath one another in 
Mell: then theſe- bloody wounds ſhall bleed; 


which you have given pour ſouls in the days ol 


pour joltitp and pꝛide, and in the times of your 
deſperate impieties; when nothing but w2ath: | 
and hozrour of conſcience ſhall appear befoze. 
vou, then theſe ſweet mozſcls of fin which have 
beenſweet as honey fo pour luſtful appetitcs, .: 
| ſhall be vomited np as the bittereſt and loath⸗ 
ſomeſt things in the woꝛld. Conſider this all ye 
that forget God, leſt he tear you in pieces, and 
there be none to deliver you, Pſal 30 22. Be wil⸗ 
ling to kozſake pour ſins, foꝛ ſin and the ſoul. 
muſt part, oꝛ elſe hell and the ſoul ſhall met to⸗ 
gether : Thewicked ſhall be turned into hell, and 

all the Nations that forget God, Pſalm 9. 17. O 
that you would ſerioufly lay theſe things to - 
heart 2 and now, even now in this pour bay, 

that 
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that ye would know the things that belong un⸗ | 
to pour everlaſting peace. To day if you will 
hear my voice (ſaith God in the 95. Pſalm) harden 
not your hearts. Slight not, icoꝛn not, reit not | th 
the god wozd of God that invites you to repen · thi 
tance, but bꝛeak off pour ſins by, repentance, iin 
and turn to God in righteouſneſs. ' wi 
And now foꝛ the ſecond ſozt, and they are da 
| ſuch as think they need no repentance: and ne 
tbey are either ſuch as are mozally civil, and ha 
| Hon:ff befoze men, oz elſe fozmal and hypoeriti- ffn 
| cal p2ofeſo2s, who [em to be, and are not; who fit 
pꝛofels God with their lips, but deny him in th 
their lives; O they have no n&d of repentance; pꝛ 
they are no dzunkards, noz wearers, noz ſuch | w 
like: God I thank thee (ſaith the pꝛoud Phari- yy 
ſe) I am not as other men are, extortioners, un- th 
juſt, Luke 18.11, Theſe are ſuch as pzofcls God» it 
and knw much of the mind of God, and tbere⸗ ft 
faze have non vd of repentance, they are guiltx ne 
ok no ſins to repent of: But ot theſe it may be m 
| ſaid, as peter ſaid of Elimas the Sozcerer, Acts th 
13. 10, That they are full of all ſabclery, and ene- at 
mies to all righteouſneſs, who never yet knew what n 
ſin meant. Foz they that think they have no ſins | w 
left to repent ot, its a clear argument that they un 
never pet truly repented themſelves of any one x) 
| ſin at all, but that they are ffill in the gall ok bt 
| bitterneſs „ Jad in the bond of iniquity :, o: 
repen⸗ 
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will 
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with one att oꝛ two of repentance, but they muſt 
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repentance is a continued ad, and a grace that 
' mult have its daily operation, as faith and love 


the water of repentance will continually flow x 


we are leaking veſſels all of us, pea the beſt of 


. + ſinking. And fo2 the other ſo2t who think they 


things are neceſſary, & are required in a 
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muſt continue, ſo muſt tepentance ; when once 
the rocky heart of a ſinner is [mitten by God, 


ſincere- penitents cannot conteat themlelves 


daily renew their repentance, foz {in will res 
new, ſo muff repentance ; renewed fin; mult 
have renewed Repentance , till we have done 
ſinning (and that will not be till we have dene 
libing) we muſt not have done repenting: ik 
there be a leak in the hip, the water muſt be 
pumpt out, elle the ſhip is in danger of ſtaking ; 


us ſin leaks in daily,and is renewed daily, and 
there muſt be the pump of repentance to carry' | 
it out daily, elſc ourſouls will be in danger of 


ned no repentance, they are pure mozal honef' 
men, wholive ina courſe of civility, and take' 
their penny to be as white as anp others, theſe 
areas gad as the beſt, and therefoze have no 
ned to be any better; they are not deſpcrately 
wicked as manp are, they are no blaſphemers, 
noꝛ dzunkards, they go to church, and give cves 
rp man his due, and are loving to their neigh⸗ 
bours, and what næds any moꝛe. Its true, theſe 


Chais> 
tian 
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beſt is but gilded Atheiſm ; mozality and ſem: : 


abominations: the Lozd ſeeth many a rotten, 
baſe, finking heart under a civil coat. If civi- | 


hs + 
701 
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men, pet if he be not renewed in the ſpirit of 
his mind, he is never the better foꝛ this. If he 
be not a ſanctiſied Chꝛiſtian, the woꝛd ok truth 
never as pet came home to his ſoul, in the pow - 


| without God, and as pet far from repentance 
* lal vation. 


ſtian: but pet civility without ſantity, at the | 


| lity and mozality would have ſerved the turn, 
then the Phariſees would have gone to heaven 
| befoze any other; they were civilly honeſt, they 
were no (wearers, no2 dzunkards, they paid 
7 tythes, and gave alms, and pꝛaped often; and 
carried themſelves ſo craft in the world, that it 
was thought, that if but two men in the wozld - 
ſhould go to heaven, a Scribe ſhould be one, and 
2 Pharitſee the other. But what ſaith Chziſt, 
Mat. 5. 20. Except your righteouſneſs exceed the 
righteonſneſs of the Scribes and Phariſees, ye ſhall 
not enter into the kingdom of heaven: And pet 
their righteoulnels far exceeded the righteoul⸗ 
neſs of all our moꝛal honeſt men. Let a man be 
never ſo honeſt in outward appearance, let his 
tarriage and behavioꝛ be never ſo ſpecious and 
| plauſible in the eyes of the world, let him be 
never lo exad and juſt in his dealings with 


ö er of it; he is ſtill in the ſtate of nature, and 
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And then there is a third ſo2t of.impenitcnts, 
and they are ſuch as are convinced of the necel⸗ 
ſity of repentance, but they do not think it a 
time now to repent: they believe they mull res 
pent, but in all god time, there's no haſte of it 
pet, it will be time cnough hereafter ; at the 
hour of death, when age and ſickneſs is upon 
them; and thep think it a thing ok nothing to 


} repent, they can do it when they lift, its done 


with a wet finger, there needs no moꝛe but to 


: ſay,Lcrd have mercy upon me, when they are go⸗ 


with which moſt men are infcaed. 


ing cut of the wozld, this is the general diſeaſe 
But let 


. ſuch men know, that it is a hard matter to re⸗ 
pent, and fin is very powerful ; and if they do 
not leek to get it ſubdued in the ſtrength ok 


0 


1 
* 


ain it? How many are there that have ro 


their dapes, it will be too hard fa2 them at the 
laſt; foꝛ although men grow weaker and weak ⸗ 
cr. pet ſin grows ſtronger and ffremger ; and 
being as we ſap, bꝛed in the bone, nurſed up 
by us in our youthful dapes, it will not eaſily 
be rooted out of the fleth. Can the Blackmore 
change his skin, or the Leopard his ſpots? Ter. 
15. 23. No thep cannot; no moze can they that 
_ accuſtomad to do evil, leabe it when they 
iſt. "Ga =D „ 

Ak repentance be athing ſo eaſie, hob is it 
that many who ſought after it could never ob · 


and / 


ared 4 


Chriſts fifſt Sermon. 
and cryed in the bitterneſs of their lo in 
the h52roz of their coalctences, that 8 | _ 
= repent. O that 1 could repent, O that my | br 
hacd heart would break in pieces | This hath ben (Hon 
eng many, It is not in the power of pp : 
= to xepent when he pleaſes, doth God give d k 
12 _ to repent now, it may be he will not pn 
1 LE - amanby nature as he cannot ; : £ 
— = elk, ſo he hath no inclination of himſelf | wit] 
= pentance. Repentance its a heart-wozk,a | 15 
ES 8 the heart, and caſting of ſin out | _ 
A _- aul, which indeed will make the heart Rev 
fobled; which thing na natural man is either (tai 
- f ing 02 able to do. Mortiſie (ſaith the 4ps- i h 1 
4 3 Col. 3. 5. your members which are upon | = 
_ earch; which thing ſuits not with a natural 2 
man. Let no man then put off repentance 175 
upon ſuch foliſh wicked thoughts as theſe, that {1 at 
: — is an eaſte wozk, which a man map nat 
pertozm when he pleaſes > ſuch ſinkul thoughts hab 
as theke will deceive pou : Thou that wilt not ever 
repent when thou mayeft - when thou wouldf tan 
it may be thou ſhalt not be permitted ; pou that ! ha 
will not repent when God gives ſpace , how (int 
juſtly may he when thou would deny it the - | heat 
becauſe when it was offered fothee thou refu« jday 
| Cel. Ezck. 24. 13. Becauſe I would have pur. neſs 
; ged thee, and thou waſt not purged;thou ſhalt not that 
be purged from thy filtbineſs, faich the Lord. The da b 
. | longer 
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din longer men live in ſin, the ſtronger will ln 
ld grob in them: he that will not leave ſin when 
my he is pong» will hardly leave it wien he is old. 
ben It is ſaid of wicked men, in Job 20. 11. Their 
* of | bones are full of the ſins of their yonch, which lie 
give down with them in the duſt. Not that mens ſins 
uot | are buried with them in their graves, foz then 
mot they might be happy > but that they continus 
(ſelf | with them till death, yea alter death. Many a 
ka | time and often hath the u oꝛd ſtod at the doꝛ of 
out | mens Conſciences; and knocked to teme in, 
kart Rev. 3. 20. Behold I ſtand at the door and knock, 
ther (ſaith Chꝛiſt) O do not let God wait long, he 
po⸗ hath waited a long time already to be gracious 
pon unto the, Iſa. 30. 18. Do not gide the devil the 
ral pꝛime and ſtrength of pour daptes, and then 
nce think to ſerve God in your old age: You do not 
that leave ſin in this, but fin leaves pou ; vou have 
nay not the ſtrength and power to ſin then as you 
bts have had; but ſkill pour h:arts are as bad as 
not ever they were; then put not off pour repens» 
[dE ; tance till ſicknefs'comes, Gappp, pea thzice 
hat happy is that man, and bleſſed thall he be, that 
ow | inthe time of bis youth and health furniſhes his 
heart and ſoul with comkoz ainſt the evil 
efu= day; happy is that ſoul, who whenage and ſick⸗ 
pur - nels comes, is lo fitted fo2 death by repentance, 
noi that when death comes, he hath nothing elle ta 
The do but to dye. Be perl waded then to repent be⸗ 
ger times, 


+ 


1 


do not know whether we ſhau live another day, 
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times, befoze you go hence and be no moꝛe ſæn 
there is no tune ours, but the pzclent time, we 


another night: many that are in health one dap, 
xe bꝛought to their graves the next, Our life 
(CCaith St. James) is but a vapour that appeareth 
for-a little time Jam. 4. 14. we are no ſoner bozn, 
but we begin to die. Put not pour ſoul off then 
krom day to day, he that's unſit oꝛ unwilling to 
repent to dap, will beſo tomozrow; therefoze 


ſeek the Lord while he may be found, Ifa. 55. 6. 
There is a time when God will not be kound: | 


Prov. 1. 24.to ver. 30 ſaith God, Becauſe I called 


and ye refufed,and ſet at naught all my counſel, & 
would none of my reproof; therefore will I laugh 
at your calamity, and will mock when your fear; 


cometh; when diſtreſs and anguiſh cometh upon: 
you: then (hal ye call on me, and I will not anſwer; 
they ſhall ſeek me early, but ſhall not finde me. For 


that they hated kuowledge, and did not chuſe the. 


fear of the Lord, therefore ſhall they eat the fruit 
of their wax es, and be filled with their own devices 
There is a time when mercy map be had, but it 
we negleq that time, it will not be recovered 
again, though it be ſought foꝛ with tears: there 
is a time, when with the wiſe Uirgins we may 
enter into the wedding, but if we take not that, 
time, we map with the fooliſh ones have the don 
drt againſt us, Mat. 25. Then may we knock, 

and; 


ff 


iy 
1 


nd: 
illed: 


1, & . £8 f 9 
with ſuch fear, as may make your cenſciences 


{ altogether delpair of mercy, God leut pou his 
; (orvaits early and late, in ſeaſon and out of ca- 
don, to invite you to repent, but you will re⸗ 


hope God will wozk it in you. 
have y=u of this hope - hath God made pou any 
: ſuch p2omiſe - Thou canſt not dꝛaw out the 
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and call, pca erp, Lord, Lord, o pen to us; but the 


| 302d ſhall ſay unto us, I know you not, The 


old wo2ld had a leng time of repentance , a. 
hundꝛed and twenty years did Noah pꝛ ach re- 
p2ntance to them, and pet they repented nok: 


| but the Ninivites they had but a ſhoꝛt time given 
them, but foztp daves, and pet they repented : 


they made the Bay of Repentance, whilſt the 


} Sun of Gods patience ſhined upon them. 
5. 6. 


God is not bound to wait mens lcaſure, the 
Soul is but a tenant at will, and may ſuddeniy 
be turned out of dozs, and when you lie upon 
your ſick beds, the Lozd map fill pour hearts 


ent pou hereakter; pou will if pou tan, pou 
What ground 


ut if {922d of thy life one miaute, fox ought thou 


knoweſt this may be the laſt day; the tenders 
of mercy , and the offers of grace are at an 
end when thy life ends, if not befoze : you know 
that time and tide ſtays no mans teaſure , eve⸗ 
ry ene is ſo wiſe as to take time and tide fo? 
Woꝛldly affairs; will any man be ſo ſottiſh as to; 

defer the time of his ſowing till harveſt + men 
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Will not be carring out of dung when they! fo 
| ſhould befetching in of Cozn : no, they will diſ-| it 
patch thoſe things ffrſt which are of moſt necel⸗ po 
ftp. And is there any thing of moꝛe neceũtp 
then the ſalvation of your ſouls -will your ſouls | 
be ſaved without repentance⸗oꝛ can pou repent | ſer 
when vou will⸗ but you will lap, pou are young, | to 
| andtherefoze may be bozn with a while, which | thi 
is the devils divinity ; foz young men have no N 
mone liberty allowed them to fin, oz to put off w. 
|| repentance, then old men have, its the Divels : thi 
policy to infule this into thy bꝛains, that he max dc 
4 enſnarc the. It was the commendation of Ti. pet 
mothy, that from a Cbild he had known the holy 
Scriptures, 1 Tim. 1.Poung Saints, lay ſome, but as 
not the woꝛd of God, p2ove old Devils; but 1 an 
am ſure it is a rare thing to ſ an old ſinner to: if! 
become a poung Saint. When the devil and ſin of 
Hath loꝛded in pour loul, pea tpꝛannized doth im 
& over ſoul & body, foꝛ thirty oꝛ foꝛty pears toge- lei 
ther, do pou think then that a little groa ning o: rai 
erying, Lord have mercy upon tue, will be able to; itt 
| diſpoſſeſs him at laſt, he having gott en ta] ler 
8 frong a foting in pour ſoul to be beaten out of | Ge 
his quarters ſo eaſily ; he that will not remem-j the 
{ berGod when he is young and living its great ed 
lp to be feared God will be unmtndeful ol him an; 
when he is old and dying; Therefoꝛe once moꝛe it. 
I beſ@ch pou in the bowels of Chziſt, Ipœdil ß, 
LL | 0-* 


1 


him 
1920 * 
dily, 
to 
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to let about the wozk of repentance, left when 
it is two late you repent, weep, and mourn, that 
| pourcpented not befoze, do not ſay. of repen⸗ 


tance as Felix ſpake to Paul, Thou wilt repent 
when thou haſt better leaſure, another time fhall 
ſerve tbe turn: it may be thou mapeſt not live 


to another time, oz if thou doeſt, thy heart map 


then be as Hard, if not harder then now it is. 
Mould you not in the day of the Loꝛzd be in a 


woꝛle condition then heathens oz infidels are # 
then repent. Would pou not when vou are 
drad be in a wozſe condition then toads oz ſer⸗ 
. : pcnts - then repent. 


It map be ſaid of every impenitent ſinners 


as Chailt ſaid of Judas in the 26, of Matthew 
and the 24. ber. It had been good for rbat man 
: ifhe had ne ver ben born. Beathens in the day 


of Judgement all be in a better condition then 


impenitent Chꝛiſtians, foz they ſhall h abe the 
; fcifer condemnation » becauſe of their igno- 
rance; who it may be would have done better 
ik they had known moꝛe. It ſhall be more tol. 


lerable (ſaith our @aviour) for Sodom and 
Gomorrah in the day of Judgement , then for 


thou Capernaum : Thou England that art exatt- 
. edup to heaven in Goſpel-mercies, take hed 


and beware leit thou be thz own down to ben 
it Golpel-vengeance. 
I wculd now chew oo! the lets s tha bin · 
CT 


i8 
14 

dit 

= 


fwades'men that repentance is anedleſs wozk 


fo2 thoſe that Osd hath o2daiged to glozy ſhall? 
be ſaved , let them live never [3 lolelp; and; 


4 [rut but theſe are but mcreies on the left hand, 
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der men from Repentance, and ſo endea- | 


vour fo remove them; but I (hail on:(y 


name them, and ſo conclude with lome few; 
motives to ſtir pou up to Repentance., 
the lets that keep men of from Nepentance, 


Now 


are either from Sin and Satan, 02 clſe from 
our ſetves and the Wozjp ; the Devil per: 


and men ned not trouble themſclves with itz 


thoſe that he hath appointed to wiath ſhall be; 
damned, let them repent never lo much. But 
to remove this let out of the way, know this, 


that all thole that God hath. oꝛdained to ſalba:, 
tien, hall firſt oz laſt, meze cz lels, be: 
bꝛaughe to embꝛate the means. In the 13. off 
the Acts Ind the 48. As many as were ordained. 
to eternal life, 


believed God Lath joyned tho end 
and the mtans together, and curfed is he that, 


5 ante f, me . 1 — 


X 


the Devil keeps men off from W Sor i 


Gods mercy; God is mercifu?,ſaith the devil] 


his mercy is over all hts wozks; + be that made 
- peu will not damn vou, pou need not fear it: 
True it i-, even to wicked men Cod is merci 


am 


riits firſt Sermon. 


common mcicies;'ts amercy to men that they 
2ea- live, its a mercy that we were not bon mon⸗ 
netyf ffers, and its a mercy to have out ward enjoy» 
few; ments, but what are thele to the peculiar mer⸗ 
22wl cics of God - It was a god ſpeech bf a godly = 
nce,} man, ſaith he, He that made thee without thee 
rom} will not ſave thee without thee; if thou art in a 
per- ditch and wilt do ng more to cone out but cry, 
vozk} God help me, thou mtiapeft lie and perith, O do 
itz not dare to go on in ſin, becaule God is merciful 
cha Shall we fin, (faith St. paul) that grace may a- 
bound ? no, God forbid. 4 dare not ſaith a gra- 
cious heart: It ever pou would partake of mer⸗ 
But cr, vou muſt depart from iniguetp, 2 Tim. 2.19. 
this, Let every one that nameth tha name of Chriſt de- 
wa: part from iniq uit y. J dare baldly ſay, that if all 
be the clouds of heaven ſhauld continually ſhowae 
3. off down mercy, there mould nat fo much as one 
ned dꝛop fall upon any impenitent perſon, 
em: Thirdly, the Devil labours to kep men off 
that! from repentince,by bꝛinging them up to delpair 
tre ofmercy, ifhe cannot wozk men into pꝛelum⸗ 
min} ption by the con ider ation of Gods mercies, he 
vieh will do Bhat he can to bꝛing them into delpera⸗ 
is tion, by telling them that mercy is out of date, 
ri But let not this hinder thy repentance, fo2 as 
jadt it cannot be to ſon fo repent; ſoits never to 
r it: late fo rep ent, better o1c* then never, ) do not 
w_ 3 * any — ncglet to elt iu, : 
3 eim 


TRA 
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times, but that none ſhould ever deſpair of mer⸗ of ai 
cep, and thereby be hind2ed from this duty of re- | You 
ji! pcntance. A ſecond let that Hinders repentance } Go 
is the world, the luſts of the fleih and the pꝛide tog 
ol like, the pleaſures and pꝛekerments of the dwe 
wozld: theſe fight againtt the ſpirit, and ref j tha! 
| the work of repentance: Uollupteouſniels and thy 
Dꝛunkennels unfits men fozrepentance,theres | WO! 
koꝛe theſe muſt be abſtained from (1 Per.2.11.)} !? C 
as things that war agàinſt the ſoul. Mortifie there- ; ſha 
fore (ſaith the Apoſtte) your members which are dec 
Vvpon earth, fornication, uucleanneſs, & c. Col. 3.5, f adi 
| Theſe mult be moꝛtiſſed. And th-n a third let | felt 
that kEps men from repentance is ſin ; ſin hath | 30! 
| ſuch a commanding power over the fouls of un⸗ 
| regenerated perſons,So that (as it is Rom.6.10) * th: 
| they give themſelves over as ſervants to ſin, and to Le 
uncleanneſs. O then fq2 the Lozds lake, avoid 
all occaſfons of ſin ; Let not ſin therefore reign in , fin 
| your mortal bodies, that you ſhould obey it in! fin 
| tbe luſts thereof: neither yield you your mem. 
bers as inſtruments of unrighteouſceſs unto ſin, | A 
bat yield your ſelves unto God, as inſtruments of E 
rięhteouſneſs, Rom. 5. 12, 1 3. verſes. O that | de 
| A could pꝛebail with pou, and that the Load | fl 
| would perſwade pour hearts of the dreadful + ! & 
dolekul condition of all impenitent Dinners. l 
Conſider then J belech pou in the fear of the & 
| Lo2d theſe following conffderations , and * = 

CE YO; 


\ 
. 


+ of all know this ,iycu that live in the lobe of ſin 
| pou live in the hatred of God; foz the love of | 
God and the lobe of ſin cannot poſſible dwell 
together, and they that dwell in it ſhall never 


| 
j 
| 
; 
| 


+ dwell with God, Pſal. 15. ſaith David, Lord, who 


| worketh righteouſneſs. And the Apoſtle ſaith, 
1 Cor.6.9. Know ye not that the unrighteous 
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| ſhall abide in thy Tabernacle, who ſhall dwell in 
| thy holy hill? He that walketh uprightly, and 


! ſhall not inherit the Kingdom of God? Be not 
are deceived, neither fornicators, nor Idolaters, nor 
. 5. adulteters, nor effeminate, nor abuſers of them. 


let ſelves with mankind , nor thieves, nor covetous, 
ath nor drunkards nor revilers, nor extortioners ſhall 
11: + inherit the Kingdom of God. And Pſalm 97, Ye 
10) + that love the Lord and hate evil. Alſo 2 Tim. 2.19. 


[co Let every one that nameth the nime of Chriſt, de- 
oid part from iniquity. @econdly , all thoſe that 
in; fin, ozare under the power and command of 
in ; ſin, are ofthe devil. For he that commits ſin (laith 
m. St. John) is of the devil, John 3. 9. And is it not 
in, + lad thing to be under the power of the devil, 
of | Every wicked man is the Devils flave, and he 
at | doth the devils drudgery: where ever ſin is, in 
2d | he lobe ok it, there is alſo the Devil ; the Devil 
| | Kkeps court in wicked mens hearts. Whirdly, 
s, tu is the high way fo deſkruction; Is not deſtru. 
he CKion to the w cke d ſaith Job, Chap. 31.3. Bes, 


that it is, Anda ſtrange puniſhment to the work- 
C 4 


ers 


— 
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ers of iniquity. Fourthly and laſtly, ſin bꝛought | God 
w2ath and condemnatton upon the foul : If ye i get © 
Jive aſter che fleſh, ye mall dye, Rom 8.13. The wic- { what 
ked ſhall he turned into hell, and all Nations i; now 
that forget God, Pſal. 9. 17. Thelc things being} god 
1 confocred & ſeriouſly taken to heart, methinks brot 
bit — nat oncly awaken finatrs. out of their in u 
Au xpy ſccurity, but allo pꝛovoke them to 5 of r 
| tance, And theu there is another let which hins} 36. 
ders men from re centaate, and that is in N retu 
ſlelves, which is of all other the greateſt let:fkoz ok! 
did not our. own baſe hearts deceive us, the dt⸗ me 
vil, the wozld, & ſin, could never hinder us from it a 
co:ningto. God by repentance; -& theſe lets from! wo 
} our {civesarecither from ignozance oꝛ hardnes Al 
| ofheact;Eph.4 18. Men, ſaith the apoſtle, througà no 
the ignorance that is in them, & throngh the hard. let 
neſs of their hearts beeng paſt feeling, have given ha 


3 themſelves over to laſciviouſneſs,. & to wotk all; th 


. uncleannes with greedines. 2gnozance mult næds p 
be a great let to repentance, no wonder when th 
men know not the danger of ſin noꝛ the necefſi- 5 fel 
tp of repentance, that they live in fin and never | fa 
tame to repentance; who is there that lxeks fo? 
that he knoweth not of ⸗ Ik impenitent ſinners; te 
did but knolv What a dangerous condition thep| o 
were in without repentance, they would never n 
luffer their eyes to ſlep, no2 their epc⸗lids to it 
Aumberbefoze they had made their prace with kb! 
2 : G. od 


oy 


— 
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ught God by repentance: © then fo2 the Lo2ds ſake 
f ye get acquaintance With God, and learn to kBowW 
: wic- { what an odious thing fin is. Job 22.21. Acquaint 
tions j now thy ſclf with God, and be at peace, ther eby 
eing. god ſhall come unto'thee, thereby thou maiTbe 
inks? bzought to repentante. Then ſccontly, there is 
their; in us hardneſs of heart, which hinders the wozk 
ven⸗ of repentance: It is ſaid of Zedekiab, 2 Chron, 
bins} 36.13.chat he hardned his heart that he m. gh not 
jem⸗ { return to the Lord his God. And. this hardnels 
t;foz! of heart is very lamentable , becauſe all the 
dt⸗ means which God uſes to ſoften,wo2k not upon 
roin it at all; And Pharaoh hardened his heart, and 
rom would not let the children of Iſrael go, Ex. 8 32. 
nes All the ſoꝛe judgements of God upon him could 
vg41 not pꝛevail with his hard heart, He would not 
ard. let them go; ſo wicked men whole hearts are 
ven har dened, thep will. not let their ins gozucither 
all ; the judgements, noꝛ the mercies of God will 
eds prevail with wicked men, ro turn them krom 
hen their fins, Amos 4. 12. ſaith Gad, Though I have 
ſent among you judgment upon judgment, plague, 
famine, and noiſum heaſts, yet have yomnot rerur- 
foꝛ ned unto me. Theretaze J beſeech vau, in lobe 
ers; to paur pan ſouls,that by pzavz vou would beg 
ey ot Gad to give pou ſoftened hearts, that may 
ber melt cr tremble at the wo2zd of God, left by ga⸗ 
to] ing on in pour fins, ye bring upon pour ſelves 
ith, lwikt deſtrution. And lo J come to give you! 
en ; ome. - 
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ſome means and motives to fir pou up to res nere 
pentance, and F ſhall conclude. lay 
The firſt: and principal means of working vit 
repentance where it is not, is the wozd of God, fron 
Mat. 4, 17. and Jeſus began to preach, and to ſay the 
Repent for the Kingdom of heaven is at hand. turt 
Chriſts firſt Sermon was a Hermon of repen⸗ alto 
tance, therekoze if ever you would repent ok ry c 
pour ſins, attend upon the woꝛd of God. What. ok t 
a woful ſad condition are thole in that want the hay: 

woꝛd of God: What the pꝛeacher ſaid, Eccleſ. thet 

11, 6. In the morning (ſaith he) ſow thy ſeed, and? Oo 

nin the evening withhold not thy hand; ſo ſap J of unt 

hearing the woꝛd of God; Year it iu the moꝛn⸗ go 
ing, and hear it in the afternon ; hear it on the Go 

Loꝛds day, and hear it in the werk day, take all The 

oppoꝛtunities of hearing the woꝛd of God. wit 

And tbeu a lecond help is, to conder the the 
- godneſs and power of God, his almighty, and of 

his all-ſeing eye; conſider God ſæs and knows nig 

all thy wans and is able to puniſh the foz all rep 
thy fins, ik men were but convinced of this | gy, 
truth, they durſt not in lo boldly as they do. end 

But Jpaſs by this to give you ſome few evis rep 

dences of the truth of repentance. and they are aw 

8 b2icfly the le. N ty 

Firſt. the ſoul that hath truly repented is be⸗ yp 

ry careful to avoid even the occa ion of fin, and an; 

keeps himſelfat a diſtance both from fn z ſins · an 
N ners: 
+ | 
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0 re- ners, he will diſpence with no fin at all, but ivill 
Fay as Ephraim did, What have Ito do any more 
king: wich fin > And ſecondly; be that is truly turned 
God, from ſin unto God, will endeavour to turn 
o ſay others allo: he is not content that he himlctf is 
hand. turned to God, but he will dzaw others to Sad 
Pen alſo, Thirdly, he that hath truly repented is ve⸗ 
nt ot rp careful to furniſh himlelk againſt the afſaults 
Ahat ok the Devil: Thy word (ſaith David, Pf 119 17) 
t the have I hid in my heart, that I might not (in againſt 
cclel.* thee. A true repentant treaſures up the word of 
, and? God in his heart, and walks worthy of the Lord 
Jok unto all well pleaſing, being fruitful unto every 
02N* good work; and encreaſing in the knowledge of 
t the God, Col. 1. 10. They do it as it is in Pl. 1 10 23 
e all ' They keep the teſtimonies of God, and ſeek him 
with their whole heart; they alſo do no tniquity, 
the they walk in his ways. Their delight is in the law 
and of God; and in his law do they meditate day and 
os night, Plal. 1. 2. Fourthly, he that hath truly 
al repented is full of holy indignation againſt 
this | fin, and turns ſin quite out of dozs, he cannot, 
o. endure the ſight of it. Fifthly,he that hath truly 
evi® | repented is full of fear , he is filled with an 
are awful, revernet ial, and filial fear of the Maie⸗ 
ty of God, and he is affraid of diſpleaſſng God. 
ves. yp ſin. @ixtly, a true penitent is full of holy. 

and and heavenly deſtres; he deſires moze of God, 
ſtn- and moze acquaintance with the wayes of Gd, 
r | | moze - 4 
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mac communion with God in the Ozdinances. 
| ©Seveathly,tcuc penitents are very zcalous fo at; 
Ood: O hou do love thy law, ſaith David in 55 
the 119. Plalm. A godly man cannot cndure t0; day 
lee God diſh:noured; as it is fait of Lot tn the; en 
[ccoa? of Peter 2.8. He vexed his righreous ſoul! ver 
from day to day with their unlawful deeds, And 
then lattly, whore truc rcpentance is wi zought, = 
it vill wazk a holy change in the ſoul ; aad: wa 
whereas ſin was formerly delighted in ) the, cor 
true Peniteat hath it in in zignation; they in: 
will not onely turn fn out of dos, but allo are oe 
rtady to cut it inpicccs as it were: true peni⸗ pe. 
tents have a fecling oa their. hearts fo2 fn; an): co 
will loath ths emtelds, f32 thc evil of their ways, do 
It is a hard thing foꝛ a man to loath himlelf, by 
every man nätutallp toves himtelf, bu true pe: dy 
mitent; Loach* * abhi themkelves. a3 Job did. to 
A repentant'e;s fees matter cnpugh inhimſcif 5 
of Telf-abhozrtnco : Repentance lets us lee ty 
mat black defiled ereatures we are by nature. ſe 
| « Ezex. 20 17. You ſhall remember your wayes, . pt 
| (faith the Lord) and ſhall loath your ſelves in to 
yar own fight. And fo much 92 the Evidences to 
of repentane. dt 
Iz it lo then that repentance is fo abtzlutelv 1 
ueteſtary to ſalvation, and tha: there is a great . 
danger in putting it off from day to dap: and ri 
that a fic; bod repentance is no repeataace, oz | 1 
a? wv 
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as fo; at mot but a ſickly Repentance, how highly 
id it” then doth it contern every cne ok us, even to 
Ire e to; by dap, While it is called to day, to begin out re- 
N and not cnelb to begin, but to perie⸗ 
lou vere in it to the end of cur dapes: Let the time 
And pat of cur lives ſuffice us to gave w2:ught our 
ught, ewa wills, and to have walked in eur own 
and wapes, and let us reſolve foz the time to 
| they come to live unto God, and be not wear, fo2 
they] in due ſcaſon thou halt reepif theu faint nct. 
are: ꝗ arc repentante thy daily wozk , that fo thy 
pent» peace may be made with Bod, and when theu 
an); comeſt to dpe, de heu mapeſt have nothing elle to 
aps. do but to dye. Be that labeurs not to kill fin 
telf, by repcntance in his lie, will ve very unfit to 
e pe: dye when death comes, death is cnelp welcome 
dtd.  taagracieus penitent ſ2ul ; they are not fit ta 
ilclf dye, in whom fin is not! 110) by Repentance: 
lee they have done nothing of that wozk which God 
ure. - ſent them into the world £2 de, that have not re⸗ 
yes, pented: repentante ſwect-ns cur lives; and 
s in takes away the bitt rneſs of death, and onely 
ces to penitent ſinners is merey pꝛomiled. ConT- 
der there is an ablolute nccefſity of repentance, . 
telv{ we cannot be ſaved unicis we repent; © Except 
reat yerepent (ſaith Thuſk 2 ye ſhall all likewiſe pe- 
and riſh, Luke 13. 3. Center allo thy life is but 
„ 2, ſho2t : —— but a little time to live in the 
at wozld, thou halt nec tz vefir thy (elf then,and 
| | to. 
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to husband thy time to the beſt advantage of 
thy ſoul ; thy pꝛecious and inzmoztal (oul will 
bein danger of hell fire, if thou repent not: foz 
no repentance noſalvation ; and if thou doel 
not repent thee here of thy ſins, thou wilt fure 
iy to thy coſt repent the hereafter in hell fo 
| the ncglec of repentance ; thou wilt then curſe, 
the dap wherein thou didit deſpiſe repentance þ 
then it there be any love in the to thy pꝛecious 
ſoul, whatſoever thou doſt, repent. Conſtder 
allo the end, foꝛ which Chꝛiſt came into the}. 
wozld: Mat. 9. 13. I came (ſaith Chiſt) to call 
ſinners to repentance. Be zealous therefoze and] 
repent, and as John ſaith, Math. 35. Let us all] 
labour to bring forth fruits meet for repentance. } 
Now the Lo2d wozk theſe truths. upon pour 
-. Hearts, and the Lozd give everyone of us rc- | | 
. pentance unto life , repentance never to be re⸗ 
0 . of: Which the KLozd of his infinite | 
-- mercy grant unto us all. To whome be glozp 
and honour * ever Amen. 11 
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